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of damnable driftes practi- 
xed by threeVV itches arraigned at 


latte Aſliſes there holden, whiche 
were executed in April, 


1579. 
Ambuthementes of 


Imprinted 4 London for Extward White, 7 
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Ccept this pamphlet Chri- 
ffian Reader) view, and 
peruſe st with difcretion, 
and hedefulneſſe. No trifles are ther- 
in canteined worthy to be conténed, 
nor pernicious fantazses deferuyug 
to bee condemned. But contrariwife 
in this pretie plot may bolfome hear- 
bes of admonitions for the vn parie, 
and careleſſe, and ſoote flowers tore- 
create the wearied fenfes, be gathe- 
red. For on thone fide the cleare fight 
mate eſpie the ambu'l:mentes Wwhiche 
Sathan the fecrete woorkematsler of 
| A. ij. wicked 


d 


LALSRATS 
Tothe Reader, 
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1 TO THE READER. 
| either in bodie, familie, or gooddes is 
impatred by damnable witcherafte, 
or percetueſt by information, or other 
wife ought of fuche deuiſes, ted 
to be prattixed,orlkely prefumption 
of fuche Deuiliſhe deedes contriued, 
for Charitie to thy Christian bro- 
ther, and tender regard of rlune o vn 
flate, preuente or flop the mifchief by 
all poſſeble meanes’. And for thyne 
—.— with prater, sod 
faithe in the merites of Chrift Fefus 
fhield thy felf, fo ſhal neither the 
Deuell nor his Angeles 
the, or thine. 
Farewell. 
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9 The Confeffion o Ehizabeth Frau- 
ces, late of Ha feelde sn Effex, 


ae Mprimis , the ſaied Elizabeth 
fraunces cb teſſen that about 
ent latt(as the nom remem: 
beth ) fhe came to one ooles 
her neighbour, and requi: 
red fome ade peſt of her, but beyng vented the 
fame , {he departed towardes one good wife 
houſe a neighbour dwelling thereby 
of whome ſhe had peſt, and in her wate going 
towardes the fated good wife Ol boꝛnes houſe, 
thee curſed Pooles wife , and bande a miſchief 
to light vppon her, fo that the would giue ber 
pett , Mhereuppon ſodenly in the waite the 
hard a greate noiſe, and pꝛeſently there appe⸗ 
red vnto her a Spirite of a white colour in ſee⸗ 
myng like to a little rugged Dogge, ſtandyng 
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nvere ber bppon — who aſ her 
whether che went ?fhee aunlwered for ſuche 
thinges as ſhe wanted, and ſhe tolde him there⸗ 
with that fhe could gette no peett of Pooles 


wife and therefore willed the fame Spirite to 


eee to her and plaque her, whiche the Spirite 
pꝛomiſed to doe, but ſirſt he ban her giue him 
ſome what, then (he hauing in her hand a cruſt 
of bꝛead, did bite a peete thereof and 
thꝛewe it vppon the grounde, whiche the thin: 
keth he tooke vp and fo went his waie, but be⸗ 
fore he departed from her the willed hym too 
plague jo ooles wife in the head, and {ince then 
fhe neuer fame him, but the bath harde by her 
neighbours that che ſame Pooles wife was 
greuouſly pained in her head not longe after, 
and remayneth very ſoꝛe payned ſtill, ſoꝛ on ſa⸗ 
terdaie laſt paſt chis Crammate talked with 


her. 


2 Item this Elisabeth Fraunces ſaieth fur- 
ther, that the kitoweth one Elizabeth Loꝛde a⸗ 
widowe, dwellyng in the lame pariſhe ok Hat⸗ 
fielde and fo hath doen of longe tyme, of whom 
ſhe hard, that about ſeuen oz eight peres paſte 
ſhe bought puke in a crewſe, and gaue it to 
ole Thon Fraunces ſeruaunte to — 
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king of whiche dpinke he fickencd, and died. 


3 - Item the further confefletl that the like⸗ 
wile knoweth that the fame Midowe Loꝛde, 
was fated to haue bewitched one Jone Kober- 
tes, ſeruaunte to old Higham, in a peece of au 
Apple cake whiche he gaue her, vnon the ea⸗ 
tyng where the pꝛeſently ſickened not 
long after died. 


4 Item ſhe Alo confefteth , that the knawes 
one Potheꝛ Ol boꝛzne, a Midowe in the fame 
toune to be a witche, and that the hath a marke 
in the ende of one of her fingers like a pitt, and 
an other marke vppon the outſide of her right 
legge, whiche the chinketh to bee pluckt out by 
her Spirit: and that one Mother Caterhouie 
her owne fitter (long ſince executed for TTitch 
crafte) had the ſelf ſame markes, whithe fie 
termeth (nippes) and ſhe ſaieth that this Sa: 
ther Olborne liyng lame, and complainyng af 
her fore legge, fhe the ſaied Cliʒ beth Fraun⸗ 
ces came vnto her, and required ta fee her leg, 
whiche beeyng ſhewed bute her , ye the 
Eliʒabeth badde to pnt it into the AT 
ſaiyng: that the ber ſelf knewe that the lane 
q b. came 
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came , by waute of well ſeruyng of God. And 
thus muche fz Elizabeth Fraunces. 


9 The Euidence giken against Ellcine 
Smzithe of Maldon. 


Pere was one Thon Chaunde⸗ 
e ler dwellyng in Paldon, whofe 
wife named Alice Chaundeler, 
+} was mother vnto this Elleine 
Smithe, and for Titchcralte 


was tyetuted long before , after whofe crecus 


tion he went vnto his daughter! in lawe Ellein 
Smithe, aud tertame money of 
her, whiche fhe had receiued of her mother his 
wide, by mc anes of witehe money thei fell out, 
and in ſallyng out the ſaicd Elleine in greate 
rage fied vnto hym, that it had been better ĩoz 
hym, he had neuer falten out with her, aud fo it 
tame to paſſ, tor the ſume Thon Chaundeler 
cout ſſed bi loꝛe his death 5 that after the fame 
Hower that fhe had tared fo vnto hym, he nenet 
rate and mcate that bigeſted in hym, but ever 
it came vn again e as ane as it was done, by 
uunche meanes he tonſtmed, and waked a⸗ 
Veleta crank, 
2 Chefoene efthe faꝛcſaid Ellen Smithe, 
of 
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of the age of — — there aboutes, 
came to the houſe of one Jhon Eſt wood of 
alden, fox to begge an almofe, who chin the 
bope awaie front his dooze, where vppon he 
wente home and tolde his mother, and within 
a while after theſaid Eſtwood was taken with 
very greate paine in his bodie, and the fame 
night follo wyng, as he ſatte by the fire with 
one of his neighbours, to their chinkyng thet 
did fee a Ratte runne bp the Chimney, and 
meſently it did fall doune again in the likeneſſe 
ofa Tode, and takyng it vy wich the tongges, 
thet thauſte it into the fire , and fo helde it in 
Foꝛceſibly, it made the fire burne as blewe as 
Azure, and the fire was almoſte out, and at the 
burnyng thereof the ſaied Ellen Smithe was 
in greate paine and out of quiete, wherevppon 
diſſemblyngly fhe came to the houſe of the fore 
ſaied Jhon Eſtwood, and aſked how all that 
were there did, aud he ſaied well J thanke 
God, and the ſaid, J thought pou had not been 
well, and therefoꝛe I came ta fee how vou did, 
and fo went her waie. 
3 Allo it was auauched, aud by this pꝛiſoner 
conte ſſed, that where as her daughter, and the 
daughter ‘of one CClibowe CClebbe of Maldan 


atcre ſaied, did fall out aud ſight, the fame El⸗ 
lein 
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lein Smithe offended thereat , meetyng good 


wife Mebbes daughter the nexte vaie, gaue 
her a blowe on the fate, utherevpon ſa ſoone ag 
the chile came home the ſickened, and langui⸗ 
ſhyng daies, cried continually , awaie 
with the itche, awaie with the Mitch, and 
ſo died. And in the moꝛnyng immediatly after 
the death of the fame thilde, the ſalen good 
wife Mebbe eſpied ( as Me thought) a tbyng 
like to a blatke Dogge goe bitt at her dooze, 
and pꝛeſently at the ſight thereof , the fell di⸗ 
ſtraught of her wittes. 3 

Belives the ſanne of this Bother Smith, 
confeſſed that his mothet did keepe thee Spi⸗ 
rites , whereof the one called by her greate 


Dicke, was encloſed in a wicker Bottle: The 


ſeconde named Little Dicke, was putte into 
a Leather Bottle: And the third termed TUil⸗ 
let, ſhe kepte in a Holle Packe. And therrup⸗ 
pon the houſe was comnꝛeunded to bee ſrar⸗ 
ched. The Bottles and packe were found, but 
the Spirites were baͤniſhed awaie. 

E he effette of the Euidence againite 
Mother Staunton, late of humbiſbe 
in Effex, who was arraigned, but not 
executed , for that n manflaughter, 
murder was obiected against her. 
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! Mprimis, this Mother Stauur- 

tos, late of the pariſhe of Qim⸗ 
in came to the boule 


Swallowe, and the ſaied Mother Srauncan, 
beyng demaunded by one of them how ſhe did, 
the aunſwered, that a knaue had beaten her: 
ſaiyng fhe was itche, then fated he ag ain, 
in aad faiche Mother Staunton , chinke 
vou bee no Mitche, no Maiſter the, Jam 
none in deede, although J can tell what belon⸗ 
geth to that pꝛactiſe, of whiche woo des, the 
goodman of the houſe tooke witneſſe of the a⸗ 
foꝛenamed parties, and deliuered a bill ſubſcri⸗ 
bed mith their handes thereof, to Satter 
Geoꝛge Nicolles. 

2 Iten, the ſaied Mother Staunton came 
to his houſe an other tyme, and after certaine 
wooꝛdes of anger betweene hym and her, he 
raced her face with a Medle, what quoth the, 
haue you à Flea there: and the nexte night af: 
ter, the fated Pꝛatte was fo greeuouſly taken 


thought to haue liued one hower longer, whtcl 


alſo was ſubſcribed and ſent. 
Item 
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with toꝛmente of his Limmes, that he neuer 


with Graines , anv he demaundyng a lewe of 


one Rirhary Baumer of Bꝛokewelden, and 
becyng denied Peeſt, whiche the required of 


maner, whererppon the mother of the childe 


Surreis centilmen , who ſeyng it ſtabbed his 


3 


ber, fhe al bed what he would doe with them, 
J will giue them, ſaird he, to mp Chickens, 
and ſnatchyng a handtull from her, did fo. But 
after thei had taſted of them, three op lower 
douſen ot them died, and onelp one Chicken 
eftaped ol them all. 


4 Item, che came on a tyme to the houſe of 


his wife , the went her wate murmuryng, as 
offended with her aunſwere, and after her de⸗ 
parture her ponge child in the Cradle was ta⸗ 
ken vehemently ſicke, in a meruetious ſtrange 


tooke it vp in her arme g to comloꝛte it, whiche 


beyng doen, the Cradle rocked ot it felé, fire oꝛ 


ſeut n tymes, in pꝛeſente of one of the Earle of 


dagger tinee cp fower tymes into the Cradle 
ert it ſtaied: Merily ieſtyng and ſaiyng, that he 
would kill the Oeuill, if he would bee rocked 
there. 


5 Item, che ſaled Bother Staunton, came 
on atrme to the boufe ol one Robart Petie of 
Bꝛoke- 
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ente, and alſo charged wich the ſtealyng of a 
Knife from theuce, the wente her wate in 
greate anger, and prefentip after her depar · 
ture, the little chuive of the ſaied Petit fell fo 
traungt ly ſickeas fo} the {pace of a Aecke, 
as no bodie thought it would liue. 

6 Item, theſaied Stauntous wile, came al⸗ 
fo to one Aillyam Toꝛners houſe of Groke- 
walden vpon 4 Fridaie, as the had doen often 
in tymes paſte, and beeyng denied of certaine 
thynges whiche the craued, as a peece of Lea · 
ther ec. the aſked the goad wife bow many 
childꝛen the had, whe aunſwered one, whiche 
ſently taken with ſuche a ſveate and coldneſſe 
of bodie, and fell into ſuche ſhꝛickyng and ſta⸗ 
ryng, wꝛingvng and unithyng of the badie ta 
and fro, that all that ſawe it, were daubttull of 
the life okit. 

7 Item, the came on a tyme to the hauſe af 
Robart Comell of Suerfem , and craued a 
Battle of Milke of his wie, but beyng denied 
it, ſhe departed for a little while, leauyng her 
owne Bottle behinde her, and tooke an other 
wich her, chat belanged to the afoze ſaicd 
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Bpookewalden , and berng denied by his ture 
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— the came againe, am te- 
que ſted her owne Bottle, and refkoned the o⸗ 
ther, crauyng Milte as belme, the wile ol the 
houſe alwaies ſuſpectyng her to bee a Mitche 
denied her requeſte, and barred the doapes a: 
gainſt her, wherevpon fhe fatte doune vppon 
her heeles before the dooꝛe, and made a Circle 
vppon the grounde with a knite. After that the 
digged it full of holes with in the compaſſe, in 
the ſight of the ſaied wife, her man, and her 
maide, who demaundyng why the did for She 
made aunſwere, that the made a ſhityng houſe 


‘fon her ſel after that forte, and ſo departed, the 


nexte Date the wife tommyng out at the ſame 
dooꝛe, was taken ſicke, and began to well frõ 
tyme to tyme, as it ſhe had been with child, by 
whiche fwellpna the came fo greate in bodie, 
as fhe feared the ſhould burſte: and to this date 
is not reſtoꝛed to healthe. 
8 Item, ſhe came often to the houte of one 
Thon Hopwood of Malden, and had contina- 
ally her requeſtes, at the lafte beyng denied of 
a Leathern thong, ſhe went her waite offended 
and the fame night his Geldyng in the ſtable, 
beyng the vate before in very good taſe, died 
ſodainlv, and after ward beyng burdeined with 
all, ſhe neuer denied it. 

Item, 
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coupe her. 
a tpine to che Clicars 


be lage it grew 
within one bo wer after the Cicac 
porte the chile recoucren perfectip, and 
ied as bete. 
Item allo the came ou a tyme to the houte 
of oue Robart Lathburie, ot᷑ the fame Taune, 
who diliikyng her dealyng, ſent her hame em⸗ 
ptie, but pꝛeſently after ber departure, his 
bogges fell ſicke and died, to the mumber of 
twentie, and in che ende he burned one, where⸗ 
by as be thinketh, he ſaued the reſte: Pe alia 
had a Cowe ſtraungely caſte inta a narrowe 
B.. grip, 
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gripe, and beyng holpen out in the ppefence of 
matter Henry Popaunt , 
the diligent care that was taki of ber, he was 
in fewe daies three tymes to be lotte th the 
mite. And hus muthe fo Mother Staunton, 


he effelle of the Emidence gewen in 
— Mother Nokes late of Lams 
Parifhein Effex, 


a great of pouth, chaun⸗ 
ted to ſnatthe a paite ol Sloues out of the poc⸗ 
kette ol this Mother Nokes Daughter being 
a vong woman of the age of xxviij peres, which 
he pꝛoteſteth to haue done in ieſt. Der Mother 
perteiuyng it, dtmaunded the Oloues of him, 
but he geuing no create gare to her woꝛdes bes 
parted towardes the feldes to fetch home cer⸗ 
teine Cattefl. Imme diately vpon his depar · 


ture quoth the fame Mother Nokes to her 


Daughter, lette him alone, J will bounce hun 
well enough, at what timc he being ſoudamely 
taken, and rekt ol his limmes fell doune. There 

| wag 
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Ey, Ccrtaine Seruantte Thomas 
of Lamberd End in 
Eſſęx poman, ſpoꝛting, a pats 
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bis Patter was fatne to tanſt him to 
be fet home in a Mheelt Barrowe, anv ta bet 
jaive into a bedve , where wich his 
troſſt he lay be dates, ad aS pee 
batly not atrapnes to the right vſt of bis tym · 


Further it Was auouched that mocher Na⸗ 
kes had ſaitd that her houſ bande late with one 
Talers wile of Laniberd Ende, and with ree 
pꝛochtull words reuiled her ſaiyng at laſt: thou 
haſt a Nurſe chile but thou ſhalte not keepe it 
long, and pꝛeſently thereupon the Childe died. 


An other affirmed, that when he had repꝛo⸗ 
ued theſaid Tailers wife, and Mother Nokes | 
as thet were at Churche,and willed them to a⸗ 
gree better, cheſame Pother Nokes in afume 
aunſwereth he caved fo? none ef them all, 
68 longe as Con helde on her fide , meanyng 
ber Fecende. 


The ſame man hauing a ſeruaunt ok his at | 
plough this Mother Nokes going by, al ked 
the lelowe a queſtion but getting no aunfwere 
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his coming 
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was ſwolme about the head. Dis as 

ſuppalyng that it came hy a Srppe mas 
greately ofteuded at the alter: 
wardes vnderſtandyng of Prather Roben gor 
yng by, and the circumftance afope mentiqned, 
7 — 

ann thyeatened to haue ber to her 

waere, 
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